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WARNING! THIS IS A PARODY: For the 11th Consecutive Year, we are presenting our annual parody 

and joke issue. The material below is salacious and deliberately offensive.  Proceed at your own risk.  
Because of past litigation and court orders the reader assumes all liability for any resulting emotional 

distress or hurt feelings and by reading on agrees to hold the editor harmless from any and all 
liability, claims or allegations of injury or personal offense. 

 
And, oh yes, HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Top Ten “Dumbest” Political Quotes of 2005 
 

*** 
 

(10) "I think with a lifetime appointment to the Supreme Court, you can't play, you know, hide the 
salami, or whatever it's called."  

 
-- Democratic Party Chairman Howard Dean, urging President Bush to make public Supreme Court nominee 
Harriet Miers's White House records, October 5, 2005 

 
*** 

 
(9) "If I would do another 'Terminator' movie I would have Terminator travel back in time and tell 

Arnold not to have a special election."  
 
-- California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, after all four of his ballot initiatives were roundly defeated in the 
special election he called, November 10, 2005 

mailto:jeanne.scott@health-politics.com


 
*** 

 
(8) "I am not going to give you a number for it because it's not my business to do intelligent work."  

 
-- Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, asked to estimate the number of Iraqi insurgents while testifying before 

Congress, February 16, 2005 
 

*** 
 

(7) "You think people can work all day and then pick up their kids at child care or wherever and get 
home and still manage to sandwich in an eight-hour vote? Well Republicans, I guess can do that. 

Because a lot of them have never made an honest living in their lives."  
 
-- Democratic Party Chairman Howard Dean, speaking at the Campaign for America's Future annual gathering, 
June 3, 2005 

 
*** 

 
 (6) "The idea that the United States is going to win the war in Iraq is just plain wrong."  

  
-- Democratic Party Chairman Howard Dean,  November 28, 2005 

 
*** 

 
(5) "If you'll look at my lovely FEMA attire you'll really vomit. I am a fashion god… Anything specific I 
need to do or tweak? Do you know of anyone who dog-sits? … Can I quit now? Can I come home? … 

I'm trapped now, please rescue me."  
  

-- Ex-FEMA Director Michael Brown, in various emails to colleagues and friends in the immediate aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina 
 

*** 
 

(4) "Now tell me the truth boys, is this kind of fun?"  
 

-- House Majority Leader Tom Delay (R-TX), to three young hurricane evacuees from New Orleans at the 
Astrodome in Houston, September 9, 2005 
 

*** 
 

(3) "You know, I don't know about this doctrine of assassination, but if he thinks we're trying to 
assassinate him, I think that we really ought to go ahead and do it. It's a whole lot cheaper than 

starting a war." 
  

-- Pat Robertson, calling for the assassination of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, August 22, 
2005 

 
*** 

 
(2) "I think they're in the last throes, if you will, of the insurgency."  

 
-- Vice President Dick Cheney, on the Iraq insurgency, June 20, 2005 

 
*** 

And the number one dumbest political quote of 2005: 
 

(1) "What I'm hearing which is sort of scary is that they all want to stay in Texas. Everybody is so 
overwhelmed by the hospitality. And so many of the people in the arena here, you know, were 

underprivileged anyway so this (chuckle) – this is working very well for them."  
 

-- Former First Lady Barbara Bush, on the hurricane evacuees at the Astrodome in Houston, September 5, 2005   
 



 
 

Okay, I am sure there were dumber quotes, but further excerpts from Fox News’ Bill O’Reilly show 
simply were too much even for this parody issue.  You will also note that I have included none of the 
many qualifying quotes from the “Dubya” himself.  George W. Bush has been declared ineligible. If 
we included his quotes, none of these others would pass muster.  We have elevated George to the 
“Dumb Political Quotes Hall of Fame,” where he is a category all by himself, as the quotes below 

amply demonstrate.  
 
 

"I was trying to escape. Obviously, it didn't work." 
 
-- President Bush, after being thwarted by locked doors when he tried to exit a news conference in Beijing in the 
face of hostile questioning from reporters, Nov. 20, 2005 
 

*** 
 

"I think I may need a bathroom break. Is this possible?" 
 
-- President Bush, in a note to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice during a U.N. Security Council meeting, 
September 14, 2005 
 

*** 
 

"See, in my line of work you got to keep repeating things over and over and over again for the truth 
to sink in, to kind of catapult the propaganda."  

 
-- George W. Bush, Greece, N.Y., May 24, 2005 

 
*** 

 
"It's totally wiped out. ... It's devastating, it's got to be doubly devastating on the ground."  

 
-- President Bush, turning to his aides while surveying Hurricane Katrina flood damage from Air Force One, 
August 31, 2005 
 

*** 
 

"This notion that the United States is getting ready to attack Iran is simply ridiculous. And having 
said that, all options are on the table." 

 
-- President Bush, in Brussels, Belgium, February 22, 2005 
 

*** 
 

"Because the — all which is on the table begins to address the big cost drivers. For example, how 
benefits are calculate, for example, is on the table; whether or not benefits rise based upon wage 

increases or price increases. There's a series of parts of the formula that are being considered. And 
when you couple that, those different cost drivers, affecting those — changing those with personal 
accounts, the idea is to get what has been promised more likely to be — or closer delivered to what 

has been promised. Does that make any sense to you? It's kind of muddled."  
 

-- The President, explaining his plan to save Social Security, Tampa, Florida, February 4, 2005 
 

*** 
 

"I'm going to spend a lot of time on Social Security. I enjoy it. I enjoy taking on the issue. I guess, it's 
the mother in me." 

 
-- Bush, about to embark on his multi-state Social Security tour, Washington D.C., April 14, 2005 

 
*** 



 
"You work three jobs? … Uniquely American, isn't it? I mean, that is fantastic that you're doing that."  

 
-- George Bush, speaking to a divorced mother of three, Omaha, Nebraska, February 4, 2005 (Listen to audio) 
 

*** 
 

"We've got a lot of rebuilding to do. First, we're going to save lives and stabilize the situation. And 
then we're going to help these communities rebuild. The good news is -- and it's hard for some to see 

it now -- that out of this chaos is going to come a fantastic Gulf Coast, like it was before. Out of the 
rubbles of Trent Lott's house -- he's lost his entire house -- there's going to be a fantastic house. And 

I'm looking forward to sitting on the porch." 
 
-- The President, touring hurricane damage, Mobile, Ala., September 2, 2005 

 
*** 

 
"What didn't go right?" 

 
-- President Bush, responding to House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, after she urged him to fire FEMA Director 
Michael Brown "because of all that went wrong, of all that didn't go right" in the Hurricane Katrina relief effort, 
September 6, 2005 

 
And perhaps the dumbest Bush quote from 2005: 

 

"Brownie, you're doing a heck of a job."  
 

-- President Bush, to FEMA director Michael Brown, while touring hurricane-ravaged Mississippi, 
Sept. 2, 2005 (Source) (Listen to audio clip) 

 
********************** 

 

(1)  
JEANNE’S LAWYER JOKE OF THE WEEK 

(Thanks to an old friend and regular reader Fred Harri) 
 

The County Bar Association had hired a hypnotist, the Amazing Claude, to 
entertain at its annual banquet. As Claude went to the front of the meeting 

room, he stared down at hundreds of the county’s leading barristers, 
and announced, "Unlike most hypnotists who invite two or three people up here to 

be put into a trance, I intend to hypnotize each and every member of the 
audience." 

Scoffaws were heard from around the room, as lawyers debated whether the 
magician would be able to mesmerize such an illustrious group of great minds. 
Claude withdrew a beautiful antique pocket watch from his coat.  "I want you 
each to keep your eye on this antique watch.  It's a very special watch. It's 

been in my family for six generations.  He began to swing the watch gently back 
and forth while quietly chanting, "Watch the watch, watch the watch, watch the 
watch..."  The crowd became entranced as the watch swayed back and forth, 

light gleaming off its polished surface. 
Hundreds of pairs of eyes followed the swaying watch, until, suddenly, ,,,  
it slipped from the hypnotist's fingers and fell to the floor, breaking into 

a hundred pieces. 

http://politicalhumor.about.com/library/blbushism-uniquelyamerican.htm
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"Crap!" said the Hypnotist... 
The hotel had to close its banquet hall for three weeks to clean up. 

************************************* 
(2) 

JEANNE SCOTT’S CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOKS FOR DEMOCRATS 
-Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-NY… “Dean and Me: A Love Story,” by Jerry Lewis 

-Democrat National Committee Chairman Howard Dean… “Forever Odd,” by Dean Koontz 
-Sen. Edward ‘Ted’ Kennedy, D-MA… “Character is Destiny,” by John McCain 
 
-California’s Rep. Nancy Pelosi and Sen. Barbara Boxer… “The Sisters Grimm,” by Michael Buckley 
-Pres. Jimmy Carter… “Our Endangered Values: America’s Moral Crisis,” by Jimmy Carter 

-Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid… “The Year of Magical Thinking,” by Joan Didion 
– Rep. John Murtha, D-PA, and ‘Protest Mom’ Cindy Sheehan… “S is for Silence,” by Sue Grafton 

-Former President Bill Clinton… “Predator,” by Patricia Cornwell 
 
-Sen. John Kerry, D-MA… “Flush,” by Carl Hiaasen 

-Former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle… “A Feast for Crows,” by George R.R. Martin 
 

************************************* 
 

(3) 
JEANNE SCOTT’S TOP TEN POLITICAL RULES  

SHE’S LEARNED AFTER 34 YEARS IN WASHINGTON DC 
 

10. If it's worth fighting for, it's worth fighting dirty for. 
9. Don't lie, cheat or steal...unnecessarily. 

8. An honest answer can get you into a lot of trouble. 
7. The facts, although interesting, are irrelevant. 

6. You can't kill a bad idea. 
5. You can agree with any concept or future option, in principle,  

but fight implementation every step of the way. 
4. A promise is not a guarantee. 

3. If you can't counter the argument, leave the meeting. 
2. If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you ever tried. 

1. The truth is a variable 
 

************************************* 
 

(4) 
TWELVE DAYS OF WHOOPS-MAS 
(… from Mark Fiore, www.markfiore.com ...) 

 

On the first day of Whoops-Mas, the past year gave to me 
1) A Brownie saying please don’t blame me 

2) Two different Roves 
3) Three big disasters 

4) Four plus lying Oilmen 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0767920864/ref=ase_scottott/002-7584055-6775251?v=glance&s=books
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1400064120/ref=ase_scottott/002-7584055-6775251?v=glance&s=books
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/140004314X/ref=ase_scottott/002-7584055-6775251?v=glance&s=books
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5) Five Democratic exit plans 
6) Six indictments and flowing 

7) Seven times the opium a-growing 
8) Eight paid journalists a-writing 

9) Nine prisons a-rioting 
10) Ten thousand deaths forgetting 

11) 11 x 2 agents hiding 
12) Twelve scandals brewing 

 
 

(5) 
CONGRESSCRITTER JOHN DINGELL’S (D-MICH) ODE TO FOX NEWS’ 

BILL O’REILLY (read on the House floor) 
 

T’was the week before Christmas and all through the House 
No bills were passed ‘bout which Fox News could grouse; 
Tax cuts for the wealthy were passed with great cheer, 

So vacations in St. Barts soon would be near; 
 

Katrina kids were nestled all snug in motel beds, 
While visions of school and home danced in their heads; 

In Iraq our soldiers needed supplies and a plan, 
Plus nuclear weapons were being built in Iran; 

 

Gas prices shot up, consumer confidence fell; 
Americans feared we were on a fast track to…well… 

Wait--- we need a distraction--- something divisive and wily; 
A fabrication straight from the mouth of O’Reilly 

 

We can pretend that Christmas is under attack 
Hold a vote to save it--- then pat ourselves on the back; 

Silent Night, First Noel, Away in the Manger 
Wake up Congress, they’re in no danger! 

 

This time of year we see Christmas every where we go, 
From churches, to homes, to schools, and yes…even Costco; 

What we have is an attempt to divide and destroy, 
When this is the season to unite us with joy 

 

At Christmas time we’re taught to unite, 
We don’t need a made-up reason to fight 

So on O’Reilly, on Hannity, on Coulter, and those right wing blogs; 
You should just sit back, relax…have a few eggnogs! 

 

‘Tis the holiday season: enjoy it a pinch 
With all our real problems, do we honestly need another Grinch? 

So to my friends and my colleagues I say with delight, 
A merry Christmas to all, 

and to Bill O’Reilly…Happy Holidays. 
 

************************************* 
Now, admit it, we’ve all thought about doing this ourselves from time-to-time: 



 

A 64 year-old Florida man had been having some trouble with his 1994 Toyota. So he 
took out his trusty .380 caliber semiautomatic and shot five rounds into the hood to put 

the car “out of its misery.” 
He was arrested on a misdemeanor charge of discharging a firearm in public. 

************************************* 
 

 (6) 
CONDOLEEZA’S FAVORITE THINGS 

(sing along every one) 
 

Turbans in coffins with blue satin sashes.  
 

Blowing up bad guys and their weapons caches. 
 

 Rendering prisoners, tied up with string. 
 

(These are a few of her favorite things.) 
 

 Hitting the discos with Barbara and Jenna. 
 

Guaranteed parking somewhere in Gehenna. 
 

Faulty nuke data and hyped-up warnings. 
 

(These are a few of her favorite things.) 
 

Covering George while taking the blame. 
  

Betting five dollars he can't spell my name. 

Commission subpoenas without any sting. 
 

(That was her number one favorite thing.) 
******************************************** 

How many Bush Administration officials does it take to screw in a light bulb? 
None. There is nothing wrong with the light bulb; it's conditions are improving every day. Any reports of its 
lack of incandescence are delusional spin from the liberal media. That light bulb has served honorably, and 

anything you say undermines the lighting effect. Why do you hate freedom? 
 

*** 
 

How many Democrats does it take to change a light bulb? 
It's irrelevant; they still don't know they're in the dark! 

******************************************** 
 

(7) 
GOVERNMENT WISDOM 

 

The tribal wisdom of the Lakota Sioux, passed on from generation to 
generation, says: "When you discover that you are riding a dead horse, 

the best strategy is to dismount." 



 

However, in today’s government, more advanced strategies are often employed, such as: 

1. Buying a stronger whip. 
2. Changing riders. 

3.  Appointing a committee to study the horse. 
4. Visiting foreign countries to see how other cultures ride dead horses. 
5. Lowering the regulatory standards so that dead horses are allowed. 

6. Reclassifying the dead horse as living-impaired. 
7. Hiring outside contractors to ride the dead horse. 

8. Harnessing several dead horses together to increase speed. 
9.  Providing additional funding and/or training to increase the dead 

horse's performance. 
10. Doing a productivity study to see if lighter riders would improve the dead horse's 

performance. 
11. Declaring that as the dead horse does not have to be fed, costs less, has lower 

overhead and therefore contributes substantially more to the bottom line of the 
economy than do other horses. 

12. Rewriting the expected performance requirements for all horses. 
And of course.... 

13. Promoting the dead horse to a supervisory position.) 

******************************************** 
 

A Short History of Medicine: 
I have an ear ache. 

2000 B.C. - Here, eat this root. 
1000 A.D. - That root is heathen, say this prayer. 

1850 A.D. - That prayer is superstition, drink this potion. 
1940 A.D. - That potion is snake oil, swallow this pill. 

1985 A.D. - That pill is ineffective; take this FDA-approved COX-2 inhibitor. 
2006 A.D. - That COX-2 inhibitor is dangerous. Here, eat this root. 

 
******************************************** 

 
 

 

(8) 
HILLARY CUTS A DEAL 

 
Hillary was finishing up a day as Senator for New York when the Devil suddenly appeared in her office and 

made her an offer... 
"I am here to offer you a deal," the Devil said. "I will give you unlimited wealth, even more power, and a 
media that will pander to your every whim. In return, all I ask for is your soul, the souls of every member 

of your family, and the souls of all your constituents." 
Hillary pondered for a moment and then asked, "Unlimited wealth and power?" 

"Absolutely unlimited," the Devil asserted. 



"A pandering media?" she asked. 
"They'll fall over themselves to support you, no matter what you say or do," the Devil assured. 

"And you want my soul, my family's souls, and the souls of my constituents?" she asked. 
"Yes. All of them," the Devil answered. 

Hillary was deep in thought for a moment, then finally spoke: 
"So...what's the catch?" 

 
******************************************** 

 

(9) 
THE GREAT AND POWERFUL OZ 

 

Four ex-U.S. Presidents are caught in a tornado, and off they whirled to OZ. They finally make 
it to the Emerald City and came before the Great Wizard. 

"WHAT BRINGS YOU BEFORE THE GREAT WIZARD OF OZ?" 
Jimmy Carter stepped forward timidly: "I've come for some courage." 

"NO PROBLEM!" says the Wizard. "WHO IS NEXT?" 
Ronald Reagan steps forward, "Well........., I.......I think I need a brain." 

"DONE" says the Wizard. "WHO COMES NEXT BEFORE THE GREAT AND POWERFUL OZ?" 
Up stepped George W. Bush sadly, "I'm told by the American people that I need a heart." 

"I'VE HEARD IT'S TRUE!" says the Wizard. "CONSIDER IT DONE." 
There is a great silence in the hall. Bill Clinton is just standing there, looking around, but 

doesn't say a word. Irritated, the Wizard finally asks, "WHAT DO YOU WANT?" 
"Is Dorothy here?" 

******************************************** 
 

 (10)  
A POEM: BY GEORGE W. BUSH 

 
This following poem is composed entirely of actual quotes from George W. Bush: 

 

Make the Pie Higher 
I think we all agree, the past is over. 

This is still a dangerous world. 
It's a world of madmen 

And uncertainty 
And potential mental losses. 

 
Rarely is the question asked 

Is our children learning? 
Will the highways of the internet 

Become more few? 
How many hands have I shaked? 

 
They misunderestimate me. 

I am a pit bull on the pant leg of opportunity. 
I know that the human being and the fish 

Can coexist. 
 

Families is where our nation finds hope 
Where our wings take dream. 

Put food on your family! 
Knock down the tollbooth! 

Vulcanize society! 



Make the pie higher! 
Make the pie higher! 

  
******************************************** 

 

(11) 
HILLARY vs. GOD ALMIGHTY 

 

Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, and Al Gore were in an airplane that crashed. They're up in 
heaven, and God's sitting on the great white throne. God addresses Al first. 

"Al, what do you believe in?" 
Al replies, "Well, I believe that the combustion engine is evil and that we need to save 
the world from CFCs and that if any more freon is used, the whole earth will become a 

greenhouse and we'll all die." 
God thinks for a second and says "Okay, I can live with that. Come and sit at my left." 

God then addresses Bill. "Bill, what do you believe in?" 
Bill replies, "Well, I believe in power to the people. I think people should be able to 

make their own choices about things and that no one should ever be able to tell someone 
else what to do. I also believe in feeling people's pain." 

God thinks for a second and says "Okay, that sounds good. Come and sit at my right." 
God then address Hillary. "Hillary, what do you believe in?" 

"I believe you're in my chair." 
. 

******************************************** 
 

(12) 
LATE NIGHT WITH BROTHER JEB 

 
"Florida Gov. Jeb Bush says he wants to be president. Well that's good, somebody will have to pardon his 

brother." -- David Letterman 
 

"Rumor is that President Bush's brother, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, may run for president. Rumor is? According to 
Florida voting machines, he's already won." -- Jay Leno 

 
"Jeb Bush now says he would like to be president, and I think I speak for all Americans when I say, 'When can 

you start, Jeb?'" -- David Letterman 
 

"Governor Jeb Bush of Florida has announced he might run for president, because how many times have you 
thought to yourself that all we need is one more Bush in the White House? Actually, experts say he's a shoe-in 

because he owns all of the crooked voting machines." -- David Letterman  
 

"Condoleezza Rice was confirmed by a vote of 85, 13, despite a contentious but futile protest vote by democrats. 
By the way, for a fun second term drinking game, chug a beer every time you hear the phrase 'contentious but 

futile protest vote by Democrats.' By the time Jeb Bush is elected, you'll be so wasted you won't even notice the 
war in Syria." -- Jon Stewart 

******************************************** 
 

(13) 
2005’s DUMBEST CRIMINALS 

 

The University of Cincinnati may need to check the SAT scores of one of its freshmen. 
Campus police were puzzled by a rash of thefts from lockers at the intramural athletic 



center.  Missing were driver’s licenses and student I.D. cards. The I.D. cards can be used as 
debit cards for campus activities and are accepted by nearby merchants. After the latest theft, 
police began checking and found that the stolen I.D. card’s had been used to order pizzas 
delivered to a university dorm room and to buy gas at a filling station just off campus. Police 
checked the video system at the gas station and found that the thief had obligingly come inside 
to make his purchase and stood directly in front of the in-store surveillance camera. 
 

His initial court appearance is pending. 
 

*** 
 

Having pulled over a motorist for a minor traffic violation, the driver was found to have a 
suspended license, an offense requiring the car to be impounded and the driver booked at police 
headquarters. Before putting the driver into his patrol car, the arresting Lowell, Massachusetts 
police officer asked the 21 year-old motorist if he would like to take anything from his car. The 
driver opened the trunk and pulled out a one-pound bag of marijuana. 
 

The man now faces charges of possession of the drug, with intent to distribute. 
 

*** 
 

An Indiana man went to the sheriff’s department to bail out his brother-in-law ended up in jail 
himself when police realized the money he handed them reeked of marijuana. 
Timothy Richards, 45, went to the Decatur County Sheriff’s Department and when he handed 
dispatcher Julie Meyers $400, she counted it and then noticed something unusual. “When I 
walked back toward the jail I noticed the money was damp and smelled funny,” Meyers said. 
 

A jailer who sniffed the money told her it smelled like marijuana, she said. 
Indiana State Trooper Chip Ayers was nearby and asked for the money, she said. He smelled it 
and then asked Richards for consent to search him and his car. 
 

Ayers found a pipe and a small amount of marijuana and charged Richards with possession. If 
convicted, he could face six months to three years in prison and a $10,000 fine. Richards 
remained in jail for several hours Tuesday - until his brother-in-law made bail and came back to 
pay his own $250 bond. 

 
*** 

 

We may need to check the water in Indiana.  A 26-year old Gary, Indiana man thought he had a 
pretty good plan to get some free smokes. According to authorities, Dan Griggs stole three 
cartons of cigarettes from a convenience store. As we shall see, the plan had a few flaws. 
 

First, the convenience store was located across the street from the Lake Station Police 
Department.  
 

Things got worse when, according to police, Griggs returned to his vehicle to find the doors 
locked. 
 

Griggs then went back into the store, ripped out the telephone cord and demanded money. He 
then opened the store’s lottery machine, took about $50 and fled again, according to court 
documents filed in Lake Superior Court. 
 

He now had some cash to go with his cigarettes - but that left the problem of the locked 
getaway car. What to do?  According to Lt. Stills, Griggs returned to the store and grabbed a 



broom. Dispatchers watched from the police station as Griggs used the broom to smash out a 
window on his vehicle. 
 

According to the police, Griggs then drove away from the store and promptly ran into an 
oncoming police cruiser. He fled the car, fell into a ditch and was arrested. 

 
*** 

 

But then this Maryland crook rates an F as well.  A Baltimore man called police to say his white 
Nissan Maxima had been stolen from in front of his apartment building. 
Instead of getting his car back, police arrested him and jailed him on charges of armed robbery, 
possession of a stolen car and a handgun violation. It seems the car he reported stolen wasn’t 
his. Police say he had stolen it at gunpoint two weeks earlier. The only reason he couldn’t find it 
was because the victim had spotted it and called police, who towed it away. Why did Alston call 
police? 
 

He had left his wallet in the car and wanted it back. 
 

******************************************** 
 

  
******************************************** 

 

Looking for a speaker for your next meeting or conference?  One who is 
informative and entertaining at the same time? Jeanne Scott, one of Washington 
DC’s leading health care policy analysts and lobbyists, is a veteran of more than 
500 such presentations and brings the latest in “inside-the-beltway” analysis and 
insight, touched with her humor and anecdotes, all for probably a lot less than 

you might expect.  For dates, fees and other information, contact Jeanne at her 
numbers below, or see: http://www.health-politics.com/speak.html 

 
 
Remember: This newsletter depends upon your input, questions -- and yes, criticisms. It has been transmitted 
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